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The Maritime Concept

For more than 200 years, the United States has depended on the Naval Service -- the Navy and Marine Corps Team -- to promote peace and stability and to defeat adversaries when necessary.  The current National Security Strategy outlines a broad approach to enhance America’s security, bolster prosperity, and promote democracy through active engagement abroad in partnership with allies and friends.  The National Military Strategy supports these goals and describes the application of military power to help shape the international environment and respond to dangers, while preparing for an uncertain future. Naval forces are uniquely suited to support these strategies by remaining forward in peacetime, ready to provide timely initial crisis response, and, when called upon, to fight and win -- anytime, anywhere.

While the traditional objectives of the United States and its military remain largely unchanged, we are compelled to constantly reassess the methods by which they are achieved.  The Navy-Marine Corps vision …From the Sea steered us from blue water into the littorals where most of the world's population resides and where most conflicts occur.  The strategic concept Forward…From the Sea refined this course by articulating the naval contributions to national security made by expeditionary forces present forward and credibly shaped for combat during peacetime, crisis, and war.  

The maritime concept presented here builds upon the landward focus of those documents and, more specifically, describes the organizing principles, operational concepts, and priorities by which future naval forces will exploit new opportunities and capabilities to assure U.S. access and influence forward in the Information Age, despite an adversary's efforts to preclude our presence.  By maintaining a robust and scalable forward presence, and with superior knowledge of the battlespace, the Naval Service will continue to achieve its ultimate objective: projecting U.S. power and influence from the sea to directly and decisively influence events ashore throughout the spectrum of operations.

The vast majority of America's global trade will continue to move by sea, and freedom of the seas remains the enduring responsibility of the Naval Service.  However, the ultimate objective of our nation’s overall maritime strategy has always been to impact political, military, and economic interests ashore -- where U.S. interests predominantly lie.  Until recently, the Naval Service could only pursue this strategy indirectly by first winning or denying command of the seas; naval forces were therefore only available to directly affect a land campaign on a sequential, or secondary, basis.  But the Navy-Marine Corps contribution to national security has broadened since the end of the Cold War.  Operations during the past decade -- from humanitarian and evacuation missions to contingency responses against both coastal and landlocked countries -- affirm that the Naval Service is steering the proper course by emphasizing the ability to influence, directly and decisively, events ashore…from the sea.  We must also recognize that assuring naval access forward will remain a prerequisite for continuing this strategic heading landward in the future.

The Strategic Imperative
No nation will match the United States globally in the foreseeable future, but some regional actors will seek to exercise influence that competes with U.S. interests in their respective corners of the world.  Pursuing economic, political, and military policies designed to raise the cost of U.S. engagement, they will seek to diminish the stature and cohesion of regional partnerships with the United States.  These regional actors will value their militaries to the extent that they are perceived to affect America’s willingness or ability to remain engaged on behalf of friends and allies.  Our unrivaled ability to dominate the world’s oceans and operate in forward areas dissuades the global ambitions of regional powers, affording us the opportunity to focus upon defeating the conventional, asymmetric, and anti-access capabilities they are likely to field.  By remaining forward, combat-credible naval expeditionary forces guarantee that the landward reach of U.S. influence is present to favorably shape the international environment.  Through the international medium of the seas, forward naval forces -- ready to respond to any contingency -- promote regional stability, reassure allies, and check the competing influence of regional actors.
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Freedom of the seas will always be a requirement for our maritime nation, but the information age has revealed a second international medium -- cyberspace -- equally critical to the global interchange.  The globalization of markets, networks, and systems inextricably links U.S. economic and security interests.  This trend also accelerates the proliferation of information and technology, providing state and non-state actors both conventional and unconventional means to advance their agendas.  The rapid exchange of information has, in fact, become so much a part of our day-to-day operations and so critical to our success that cyberspace must be viewed as a new element of the battlespace.  We must, therefore, exploit our own access to cyberspace to provide naval, joint, and combined forces a superior knowledge position relative to our opponents, from which to act with timeliness and decisiveness.  Combat-credible forward presence through the seas and knowledge superiority via cyberspace will, together, provide the means for effective maritime power projection.

Maritime Power Projection -- Shaping and Responding

Projecting U.S. power and influence from the sea is the heart of the Navy and Marine Corps' contribution to national security.  The unrivaled strategic agility and operational flexibility of forward-deployed naval expeditionary forces provide the United States extraordinary reach and access overseas.  Sea-based, self-contained, and self-sustaining naval forces are relatively unconstrained by regional infrastructure requirements and uniquely suited to exploit the access afforded by the seas to respond to the full spectrum of contingencies.  Our inherent versatility allows us to seamlessly expand the size and capability of forces to match a broad range of missions and situations.  At one end of the spectrum, naval forces are engaged daily around the globe to project U.S. influence and favorably shape the security environment.  These same forces are available at a moment's notice for humanitarian assistance, disaster relief, or crisis response.  At the other end of the spectrum, on-station naval expeditionary forces can provide timely and powerful sea-based response through the full range of amphibious and precision strike operations.  These forces also enable the unimpeded flow and sustainment of follow-on naval, joint, and combined forces in both small-scale contingencies and major theater war.  Naval forces also provide the most cost-effective and survivable component of America's strategic nuclear deterrence triad.  Ultimately, naval expeditionary forces, capable of direct and decisive influence through maritime power projection, are the nation’s essential first responders and shape the early phases of hostilities to set the conditions for victory.

Our Means

Together, the means of forward presence and knowledge superiority enable maritime power.  Acting through the international media of the seas and cyberspace, naval forces assure access and project both power and influence in peacetime, crisis, and war.

Forward Presence
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The foundation of maritime power projection is our ability to go where America wants us to go.  Naval expeditionary forces that are present forward -- where our economic, political, and military interests are most concentrated -- provide a security framework that helps to permit the other instruments of national power to build stability and favorably shape regions of interest.  Our engagement with potential coalition naval, air, and ground forces enhances interoperability and helps to develop critical partnerships.  In cooperation with these friends and allies, forward forces also discourage challenges to shared interests.  The powerful presence of a Navy-Marine Corps team deters aggression on the part of would-be adversaries; and when deterrence fails, these on-scene forces provide both a unique understanding of an emerging crisis and the means for timely response. Should combat operations by joint and coalition forces be required to resolve conflict, the early, sustained response of naval expeditionary forces will have shaped the battlespace to the advantage of U.S. and allied forces.

Combat-credible forward presence is an enduring contribution of naval expeditionary forces.  But structuring the Naval Service to continue this contribution in the future means exploiting new opportunities made possible by technology and addressing the anti-access strategies and asymmetric approaches that adversaries may seek to counter U.S. access and influence.  Sea control will remain the cardinal prerequisite that guarantees access forward for naval forces as well as for our sister Services that increasingly rely both on movement of assets by the sea and their pre-positioning on the sea.  To ensure America’s continued maritime dominance, the Navy and Marine Corps must remain forward in peacetime -- both overtly and covertly -- routinely collecting intelligence and gaining valuable knowledge of the operating areas where they will most likely be called to respond during crisis or conflict.  Further, network-centric operations among these geographically dispersed, forward forces will serve as the “bridge” that transforms today’s Naval Service into the knowledge-superior Naval Service of the future.  A shared knowledge of the battlespace and the ability to synchronize our actions, along with new defensive capabilities, will allow naval forces to remain forward with assured access.  Now and in the future, command of the seas must be complemented by an improved speed of command via cyberspace.
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Knowledge Superiority
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Knowledge superiority will allow us to know what is occurring and to act quickly; it is the second means that underpins the projection of maritime power.  Through our access to cyberspace, naval forces will achieve an unprecedented awareness of the battlespace. Information, however, will not improve understanding unless it provides commanders the real-time knowledge required to make timely and informed decisions.  And improvements in networking and communications technology, matched by agile and adaptive organizations, will dramatically accelerate the operations of dispersed and maneuvering naval forces.  Knowledge superiority will also provide us a better understanding of adversaries’ decision-making and engagement timelines.  Further, it will provide naval forces the speed of command to operate faster than those adversaries -- inside their decision timelines.  Ultimately, networked operations will improve our operational tempo and provide the knowledge to maneuver or produce effects that “lock out” an opponent’s intended actions and defeat his overall strategy.  In short, combat credibility in the information age will depend as much on speed of command as on weapon or platform.  No foe, present or future, will match our knowledge -- or our ability to apply it.

U.S. Armed Forces, as well as interagency and coalition partners, will benefit from a regional knowledge base that is built and enhanced by day-to-day naval presence, familiarity with forward operating environments, and foreign-area expertise.  During peacetime, knowledge superiority will enable naval forces to act as effective instruments for shaping the international environment.  During a crisis or conflict, it will mitigate “fog” and “friction” and permit a confident, timely response by in-theater forces.  Further, interoperable communications networks will allow all elements of U.S. foreign policy to "plug-and-play" in this regional knowledge base upon their arrival in theater.

Just as forward presence has become a way of life for the Navy and Marine Corps, so too will knowledge superiority become a part of our naval character.  The ability to master this new domain in warfare -- cyberspace -- must become a core competency across all warfare specialties.  Forward presence and knowledge superiority are, in fact, like two sides of the same coin.  By routinely operating forward, naval forces gain knowledge of the environment where they will be called to act during crisis or conflict.  This superior knowledge and the resultant ability to operate inside an adversary’s decision and engagement timeline will then contribute, in large measure, to the ability of naval forces to remain forward.  Ultimately, these two means will provide the Naval Service both the capability and capacity to assure U.S. access and to project power in the Information Age.

Our Ways

The ways we use the means can be described through the three components of maritime combat power:  battlespace control, battlespace attack, and battlespace sustainment. These components underwrite the conduct of naval expeditionary operations at sea, in the littorals, and beyond.  The battlespace -- determined by our dispersed, networked forces and their organic and joint sensor and weapon reach -- is the only appropriate dimension in which to consider the boundaries of our operations.  Naval expeditionary forces must be able to control, attack, and sustain seamlessly across all elements of the battlespace, transitioning smoothly from peacetime presence to crisis response or large-scale warfighting and forcible-entry operations as the situation warrants.

Battlespace Control
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Battlespace control encompasses the range of actions required to assure our access and shape the battlespace for naval, joint, and combined forces.  Our enduring mission of sea control remains both a cardinal prerequisite for, and a unique naval contribution to, joint warfighting; it is essential to assuring the flow of follow-on forces into a theater.  However, it is no longer sufficient to think only in terms of sea or area control.  Future naval forces will be challenged by anti-access capabilities such as land-based cruise missiles, space-based satellite targeting, and information operations.  Naval forces must therefore control the entire battlespace -- sea, air, land, space, and cyberspace -- in order to defend against, defeat, deny or negate these capabilities.  Forward naval forces will also project defensive power over land to protect U.S. and allied forces and their homelands with sea-based theater air and missile defense.  Long-range, responsive and accurate reconnaissance, surveillance and target acquisition; strike operations; and the range of actions required to protect our forces will enable simultaneous offensive operations.  Battlespace control is therefore more than efforts to assure access in order to place follow-on forces and power ashore; it permits naval forces to simultaneously produce decisive effects -- both offensively and defensively.

Ultimately, countering an adversary’s anti-access capabilities will have an overwhelming impact on his overall warfighting strategy because the heart of his investment -- these anti-access capabilities -- will have been defeated.  In the final analysis, our battlespace control capabilities may foreclose the attractiveness of an adversary’s investing in or employing anti-access capabilities as that adversary recognizes the ability of naval forces to credibly operate forward and project power despite his area-denial efforts.  Together, command of the seas and speed of command will provide the freedom of action necessary to control the battlespace and assure access for the naval, joint, combined, and interagency team.

Battlespace Attack
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Concurrent with battlespace control, attack operations such as precision strike and ship-to-objective maneuver exploit the advantages of maneuver and firepower from the sea.  The speed of employment afforded by networked forces forward is invaluable when speed of deployment from the United States -- and the loss of surprise -- is a disadvantage.  But the unprecedented reach, volume, and precision of our weapons and sensors, along with the flexibility described in Operational Maneuver from the Sea, allow us to project power deep inland.  Improving and connecting our sensor, information, and targeting systems -- including focusing on the real-time location of an adversary’s mobile and time-critical targets -- will accelerate the operational tempo at which attacks can be delivered for decisive effects.  The ability to apply these effects inside an adversary's decision timeline, with a knowledge and understanding of their impacts, permits effects-based planning to disrupt his operational design.  Concurrent offensive and defensive operations -- attack and control -- will also enable joint and combined battlespace attack by making follow-on forces more immediately available for offensive operations as they enter a battlespace where naval forces have already asserted control.  In the end, the battlespace attack capability afforded by forward presence and knowledge superiority will deter would-be aggressors in peacetime, and permit the decisive application of combat power in crisis or conflict.

Battlespace Sustainment

Mobile, dispersed forces require an equally agile and tailored logistics system to support their dynamic operations.  Logistics from the sea that are focused to arrive where and when needed, without a large footprint requiring significant protection, will support sustained maneuver in an expanded battlespace.  Netted logistics that include pre-positioning, strategic sealift, and airlift are key to sustaining future joint and coalition forces.  Moreover, maneuvering sea-based forces will permit commanders to conduct fully integrated joint command and control, surveillance, targeting, logistics and re-supply.
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Configured to the mission, sea-based logistics and joint command and control will support maneuver forces across the battlespace -- from replenishing and refueling forces at sea to delivering tailored seaborne logistics that sustain operations on land.  In the future, both conventional and asymmetric threats will require ground forces to become less dependent on vulnerable fixed bases or stockpiles ashore.  Force sustainment through sea-based logistics will reduce the threat of an attack on key logistics nodes and the requirement for dedicated forces to protect shore-based logistics concentrations. 

In the end, the joint team will depend upon the ability of forward naval forces to provide sustainment from the sea and protection of the entire logistics pipeline at sea for as long as U.S. interests require.

Our Ends
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The Navy and Marine Corps support America’s security objectives by promoting regional stability, deterring aggression, providing timely crisis response, and defeating the enemy -- anytime, anywhere.  In the future, regional disturbances will have a more immediate and disproportionate effect on the global community and U.S. national interests.  Expeditionary naval forces, present forward with sustainable combat power, help shape the regional security environment.  As sovereign and maneuverable bases, they can be uniquely positioned to project influence and reassure allies and friends. 

The credible presence of both conventional and nuclear naval forces is an effective deterrent that convincingly demonstrates aggression will not succeed.  Translating national strategic interests into military objectives and tasks allows us to effectively size and configure future forces with the correct capabilities and capacity for deterrence.  As a result, defining the forces required forward to support regional security interests and deter a prospective opponent need not be guesswork.

Forces rotationally deployed and permanently stationed for peacetime presence are also the forces most likely to be called upon by theater and joint force commanders to respond rapidly during an emerging crisis.  Naval expeditionary forces can provide a powerful and timely crisis

response from forward positions, free of the political encumbrances that can limit the access of land-based forces.

The most important contribution of naval forces is their ability to prevent wars -- but like all elements of a military arsenal, they are built to fight and win them.  The unique contribution of the Naval Service comes as enabling forces during the critical transition from crisis to conflict.  Combat-credible naval expeditionary forces forward, configured to handle the spectrum of contingencies and prepared to operate jointly or with interagency and coalition partners, are key to this enabling role. 

Operational Concepts

Two complementary capstone operational concepts will chart our course to the future.  Naval Operations in the Information Age outlines our transition from platform-centric to network-centric warfare and Operational Maneuver from the Sea underwrites the conduct of naval expeditionary operations in the littorals by combining the proven principles of maneuver warfare and maritime power projection.  Together, Naval Operations in the Information Age and Operational Maneuver from the Sea capitalize on technology and improvements in mobility, weaponry, sustainment, and command and control, as well as doctrine and organization.  These concepts will guide our efforts to dominate the entire battlespace across the full operational continuum and to seamlessly project power ashore to attain critical campaign objectives.  Each is tailored to the unique challenges of naval expeditionary operations and consistent with the concepts outlined in Joint Vision 2010:  Dominant Maneuver, Precision Engagement, Full-Dimensional Protection, and Focused Logistics.

Our Priorities -- Preparing Now

The paramount objective of the Navy and Marine Corps will remain the projection of American power and influence -- anytime, anywhere.  But taking the proper “lead angle” on the future requires balancing the Naval Service in terms of both capabilities and force levels. It also demands a steadfast commitment to innovation and experimentation.  Our priorities for meeting the challenges and exploiting the opportunities of the information age are described below.

Keeping Faith with Our People

People will always be our top priority.  The recruiting, training, and retention of quality men and women is key to the Naval Service’s continued success.  The consistent lesson of naval operations is that their outcomes often hinge on the actions of even our most junior personnel.  To prevail in the complex battlespace of the future, tomorrow’s Sailors and Marines will require the training, experience, and strength of character to make sound and timely decisions. We must, therefore, ensure that our people are proficient in the use of increasingly sophisticated weapons, sensors, and information systems and have an understanding of the entire battlespace.  Regional, joint, combined, and interagency experts must be cultivated.  We must also harness the leadership ability and dedication to excellence resident in all our personnel and develop in each Sailor and Marine a lifelong commitment to education and innovation.  Our recruiting efforts must extend to all segments of the population to ensure that we represent the nation’s rich diversity.  Finally, we must act to improve the quality of life of the entire Navy-Marine Corps team -- Sailors, Marines, civilians, and their families.

Influence Ashore

The unprecedented reach and accuracy of our sensors and weapons provide the Naval Service the ability to influence events far inland -- in both peace and war.  In the future, that capability will be improved through the refinement of precision strike capabilities, naval fires, ship-to-objective maneuver, sustained land operations, operations other than war, and special operations.  Enhancing our maritime prepositioning force; developing effective doctrine, organization, training, and equipment for military operations on urban terrain, counter-terrorism, and counter-proliferation operations; and building close working relationships with other governmental and non-governmental security actors are also priorities.  Person-to-person interactions in vital areas of the world are equally important.  And finally, our ability to enable the flow and sustainment of follow-on joint and combined forces will be strengthened.

Sensors and Networks

Today’s naval forces have impressive striking power, but it must be enhanced by improvements in information technology and agile, adaptive command organizations in order to operate within an adversary’s sensor and engagement timeline.  Network-centric operations will link shooters, sensors, and commanders and will permit effects-based planning in order to provide the knowledge required to attack rapidly an adversary’s critical vulnerabilities, avoid strengths, and destroy centers of gravity.  Sensors under the tactical control of commanders and networked systems for real-time shared awareness are priorities for improving our exploitation of cyberspace, synchronization, and overall combat-effectiveness.

Numbers Count
The conspicuous forward presence of combat-credible naval forces is a visible and compelling deterrent, and a symbol of American power and influence.  As we build the future force, we must remember that numbers for presence are not a lesser-included case of regional contingencies; sufficient platforms and personnel are required to maintain a presence wherever we require access and influence.  Sufficient numbers of platforms permit naval forces to shape regions of U.S. interest and ensure they can be positioned for timely crisis response.  Manpower levels are also critical and must support the demands of both routine deployments and contingency responses.  Insufficient numbers entail strategic risk as well as excessive personnel and operational tempos.  Clearly, numbers of platforms and naval forces matter.

Assured Access

Sea control is a unique naval contribution to joint warfighting, and it is fundamental for projecting U.S. power and influence overseas.  But the battlespace has expanded and now includes -- alongside the traditional dimensions of air, land, and sea -- space and cyberspace.  In the future, naval forces will be challenged by anti-access strategies built upon varied asymmetric and conventional threats and weapons.  In order to assure U.S. access forward, naval forces will be required to counter a host of threats: sea and land mines, cruise missiles, submarines, chemical and biological weapons, space-based sensors, and information warfare.  Maintaining our ability to assure access and project power in light of these threats will be increasingly vital and remains one of our most important priorities.

Projecting Defense

Naval forces must be capable of projecting both offensive and defensive power ashore to protect American forces, those of our allies, and their homelands.  Control of the multi-dimensional battlespace will hinge on our ability to project a defensive umbrella landward.  This umbrella will be built largely on our emerging air and missile defense capabilities.  Projecting defense ashore will enable Operational Maneuver from the Sea, and it will be critical for setting the conditions necessary to protect the flow of follow-on forces into a theater.  Moreover, this unique capability will make arriving joint and coalition forces more immediately available for offensive operations.  Our priorities in this area include the development of capable sensors and networks and credible theater ballistic missile defense.

Sea-based Logistics

Efficient sea-based command, control, and logistics will be crucial to naval and joint warfighting as well as the realization of emerging operational concepts.  Robust Maritime Pre-positioning Forces and strategic lift capabilities will be key to the projection and sustainment of combat power.  Advanced work practices, borrowed from the ongoing revolution in business affairs, will also improve the overall efficiency of sustainment operations and permit the development of near real-time, in-transit supply and underway replenishment tracking.

Force Protection

Asymmetric and conventional threats will make protection of naval, joint, and combined forces increasingly challenging.  Improving our ability to protect air and sea ports of debarkation, intermediate staging bases, strategic “hub” ports, other assets, and personnel throughout all dimensions of the battlespace is a high priority.  Enhancing our capabilities to counter terrorism, to respond to chemical or biological attack and operate in a chemical or biological environment, and to treat and process mass casualties is essential.  The extension of a missile defense umbrella, effective counter-mine capabilities, and the ability to locate and negate or destroy key enemy weapon systems are also fundamental to our efforts to achieve full-dimensional protection.

Homeland Defense

By remaining forward, naval forces are positioned to address threats as far from the United States as possible.  However, some of the dangers that characterize the international security environment will undoubtedly reach America’s shores.  The precise nature of our involvement in homeland defense and coastal security is evolving, but we must be prepared to support civil authorities in the areas of civil disturbance, disaster relief, migrant and refugee control, counter-terrorism, and counter-drug operations if called to do so.  Our role in consequence management, as exemplified by our Chemical/Biological Incident Response Force, will also likely expand.

Conclusion

The Naval Service exists to project U.S. power and influence from the sea throughout the spectrum of operations in peacetime, crisis, and war.  Forward presence and knowledge superiority are the means that will guarantee both the capability and the capacity of naval forces to influence, directly and decisively, events ashore.  Concurrent battlespace control, attack, and sustainment are the ways we will assure the United States global access in the information age.  Ultimately, the combat credibility of naval forces will guarantee the achievement of our ends: regional stability, deterrence, timely crisis response, and when called upon, warfighting and winning.

In almost every instance, future challenges to our national security will originate forward.  Having achieved its naval prerequisite -- command of the seas -- the Naval Service is afforded an unprecedented opportunity to expand our contribution to national security by focusing landward.  No matter where or when the challenge arises, naval expeditionary forces will be there, as they have always been, with credible combat power from the earliest stages of a crisis or conflict through the return to peace and stability.  In short, an increasingly capable Navy and Marine Corps team will remain on station, protecting and promoting U.S. interests with forces for presence that are shaped for combat.
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Forward Presence is being physically present with combat credible forces to Deter Aggression, Enhance Regional Stability, Protect and Promote U.S. interests, Improve Interoperability, and provide Timely Initial Crisis Response where our national interests dictate.


							















































Knowledge Superiority is the ability to achieve a real-time, shared understanding of the battlespace at all levels through a network which provides the rapid accumulation of all information that is needed -- and the dissemination of that information to the commander as the knowledge needed -- to make a timely and informed decision inside any potential adversary’s sensor and engagement timeline.  In peacetime, this provides the assured knowledge to be an appropriate instrument for shaping events in the region.  During a crisis, this knowledge superiority ensures a confident and timely response by in-theater forces.
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I would say to you, sir, that we are at a unique point in naval history.  We have entering an age where we can the true objective of all maritime strategies can be accomplishe. And that objective is to influence events on land.



We have won a 40-year struggle at sea--and emerged victorius.  Although there may be challenges at the tactical level, I can unequivocally say that the U.S. Navy commands the seas.



So if we control the seas unopposed, how does that provide our nation? By controlling the seas, I submit that guarantees us access forward--overseas where many of our national interests lie.
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I would say to you, sir, that we are at a unique point in naval history.  We have entering an age where we can the true objective of all maritime strategies can be accomplishe. And that objective is to influence events on land.



We have won a 40-year struggle at sea--and emerged victorius.  Although there may be challenges at the tactical level, I can unequivocally say that the U.S. Navy commands the seas.



So if we control the seas unopposed, how does that provide our nation? By controlling the seas, I submit that guarantees us access forward--overseas where many of our national interests lie.
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I would say to you, sir, that we are at a unique point in naval history.  We have entering an age where we can the true objective of all maritime strategies can be accomplishe. And that objective is to influence events on land.



We have won a 40-year struggle at sea--and emerged victorius.  Although there may be challenges at the tactical level, I can unequivocally say that the U.S. Navy commands the seas.



So if we control the seas unopposed, how does that provide our nation? By controlling the seas, I submit that guarantees us access forward--overseas where many of our national interests lie.
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I would say to you, sir, that we are at a unique point in naval history.  We have entering an age where we can the true objective of all maritime strategies can be accomplishe. And that objective is to influence events on land.



We have won a 40-year struggle at sea--and emerged victorius.  Although there may be challenges at the tactical level, I can unequivocally say that the U.S. Navy commands the seas.



So if we control the seas unopposed, how does that provide our nation? By controlling the seas, I submit that guarantees us access forward--overseas where many of our national interests lie.
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I would say to you, sir, that we are at a unique point in naval history.  We have entering an age where we can the true objective of all maritime strategies can be accomplishe. And that objective is to influence events on land.



We have won a 40-year struggle at sea--and emerged victorius.  Although there may be challenges at the tactical level, I can unequivocally say that the U.S. Navy commands the seas.



So if we control the seas unopposed, how does that provide our nation? By controlling the seas, I submit that guarantees us access forward--overseas where many of our national interests lie.
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I would say to you, sir, that we are at a unique point in naval history.  We have entering an age where we can the true objective of all maritime strategies can be accomplishe. And that objective is to influence events on land.



We have won a 40-year struggle at sea--and emerged victorius.  Although there may be challenges at the tactical level, I can unequivocally say that the U.S. Navy commands the seas.



So if we control the seas unopposed, how does that provide our nation? By controlling the seas, I submit that guarantees us access forward--overseas where many of our national interests lie.
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I would say to you, sir, that we are at a unique point in naval history.  We have entering an age where we can the true objective of all maritime strategies can be accomplishe. And that objective is to influence events on land.



We have won a 40-year struggle at sea--and emerged victorius.  Although there may be challenges at the tactical level, I can unequivocally say that the U.S. Navy commands the seas.



So if we control the seas unopposed, how does that provide our nation? By controlling the seas, I submit that guarantees us access forward--overseas where many of our national interests lie.










