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As the Navy develops and matures the initial set of three mission module packages for the Littoral Combat Ship (LCS) program, the ship's capability to serve as a "truck" for lift operations may not require its own module, according to a top Navy official.     

"Certainly, in things like special warfare, there's been some discussion about, shouldn't we have a special warfare mission module?" Rear Adm. William Landay, program executive officer (PEO) for littoral and mine warfare, said yesterday during a briefing at the Navy Yard in Washington, D.C., hosted by Naval Sea Systems Command (NAVSEA). "Special warfare, unlike all of these other systems, is designed to be very transportable. So to take a bunch of special warfare capabilities- -their boats, their equipment--and go put it on a big volume like LCS, it's easy to do. And you don't need a lot of mission module integration."

The Navy earlier this year awarded Flight 0 development contracts to industry teams led by Lockheed Martin [LMT] and General Dynamics [GD]. Lockheed Martin's design is a semi-planing monohull. GD's design proposal is a trimaran.

LCS mission modules at this point center on three functions: surface warfare, counter-mine warfare and anti-submarine warfare (ASW). Each module includes different combinations of sensors, weapons, manned aircraft and unmanned aerial and sea vehicles, such as the Northrop 

Grumman [NOC] Fire Scout vertical takeoff and landing unmanned aerial vehicle (UAV). Helicopters such as the MH-60S and MH-60R produced by Sikorsky [UTX] also figure into the various solutions. Other systems include the Rapid Airborne Mine Clearance System (RAMICS) and Lockheed Martin's Remote Minehunting System (RMS).

"We've always really said kind of the fourth role of LCS is this 'truck'," Landay explained. "Now there's focused mission modules and then it may also just be that if we to transport a whole bunch of equipment very quickly from point A to point B, it could also serve that role."

The Navy has no plans at this point to mix the various mission modules on the same LCS. "The program was built specifically for focused mission modules," Landay said. "So, the intent was if the mission required mine warfare, we would be able to provide the maximum amount of tailored mine warfare capability to that problem."

